
Inspired by the Elements! 
From 4 students last year to 18 this year! 


Our students are grouped into classes called the Iron Crew (Fe), Copper Crew (Cu), and Silicon 
Crew (Si). We chose these elements for their profound impact on the evolution of human society. 
This school year commenced with playful, cooperative, and hands-on lessons on the three 
foundations of Imagination School: (1) Caring and empowering community; (2) Deep-dive, hands-
on, and imaginative academic learning programs; and (3) Individualized 21st century skills. Now that 
students know one another’s names, interacted in learning activities, collaborated in drafting school 
agreements, learned how they will learn, and mapped out the school’s physical layout, we are ready 
to embark on our learning journey: deep-dive core academics, 21st century core skills, the arts, 
social emotional skills, and kinesthetic education.


BUILDING A 
COMMUNITY THAT 

CARES & EMPOWERS 

HOW WE LEARN 
DEEP-DIVE, DYNAMIC, 

& SCAFFOLDED 

BIG IDEAS, 
ESSENTIAL 

QUESTIONS, 
STUDENTS’ VOICES

Learning is growing 
hearts and minds 

through discovery, 
engagement, 

fulfillment, 
communication, and 

community.
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Big Ideas,                        
Essential Questions, and 
Students’ Voices

!
Learning is not just preparing for the future.  
Learning is all about making life better everyday!
!
The goal of Imagination School is to use the most recent neuroscience 
discoveries to guide the development of learning strategies. How 
students learn is driven by how the human brain works. We develop 
and implement creative and dynamic strategies that engage students 
in hands-on 21st century learning. 
!
Deep dive and skills learning activities are designed to help students 
discover and grow their passions in their everyday learning 
experiences. Teachers connect with students with inventive and 
creative lessons and inspire unique individuals in multiple 
communities of learners.

 

We are designing and implementing new curriculum—moving 
students away from rote learning. They will tackle real-world 
challenges and develop solutions, through scaffolded processes and 
relevant projects. These  educational strategies build analytical and 
solutions-oriented skills and are embedded in each crew’s everyday 
lessons.

 

We are connecting students to their everyday world. The lessons are 
designed to kindle awe and wonder for science, engineering, math, 
and social, economic, and political studies. This quarter, our students 
will develop their abilities in articulating ideas and emotions through 
the multimodal communications program, which includes text, 
spoken, and visual languages. 

  

We are giving students a voice in their education. We believe they 
should be respected and listened to. They are co-formulators of their 
knowledge and builders of their skills. They will learn to take 
responsibility for their learning and for their actions. This we do 
through an education program that builds upon diverse student 
backgrounds, abilities, and challenges while promoting respect 
among participants of the learning community.
!
Through our students’ responses to the learning program, we reflect, 
pivot, and grow our strategies.
!
We look forward to an exciting and inventive school year.
!
— Gigi Carunungan
!!
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A Helical Model Module begins 
with a fun and social activity to 
build interest and introduce the 
topic. The process moves to 
inc reas ing ly complex and 
imaginative concepts and tasks. 
Students design and build 
innovative projects and at the 
end, collectively highlight key 
points, formulate questions, and 
deduce meanings from their 
experiences and discoveries.



AUGUST 29, 2015 SECOND SCHOOL YEAR

	  

!3FIRST QUARTER 2015-2016

Physics is considered as the most fundamental of the natural sciences. 
It is the study of matter and energy and how they interact with each 
other. The topics this quarter include: include motion, light, electricity, 
radiation, structure, and gravity.

SCIENCE:	  Physics

Colors which 
appear 

through the 
prism are to be 

derived from 
the light of the 

white one. 

Isaac Newton

Everything that we do is made possible 
by electrical signals that run through our 
body. We are made up of atoms: protons 
that have a positive charge, neutrons with 
neutral charge, and electrons with a 
negative charge. 

IRON CREW                               

Physics and Plants We Eat


How can conceptual and mechanical physics 
inform us about plants we eat? By using the 
scientific method, building the school garden, 
field trips to the California Academy of 
Sciences exhibit on the color of life, grocery 
and farms, and lots of plant cooking, 
students


will (1) determine where plant food comes 
from and how these got to the dinner table. 
(2) Discover how light affects color and 
plants. (3) Understand the connections 
between photosynthesis, energy, oxygen, and 
heat. (4) Explore how plants’ structures are 
impacted by gravity, wind, and water. (5) 
Observe and possibly harvest fruits and 
vegetables from from SF Bay  Area farms.


COPPER CREW                                    
Marine Physics


How can conceptual and mechanical 
physics inform us about the ocean? By 
using the scientific method, experiments on 
buoyancy, mass, weight , currents, 
understanding how marine technology in 
space works, and designing and building 
bridges and ships, the class will learn 
fundamental physical processes in the 
marine environment. Students will learn:   

(1) Buoyancy and how ships float in the 
ocean (2) Liquid Convection, Currents, and 
Bridge Design (3) How Moon, Gravity, 
Waves & Tides are Interconnected, (4) How 
satellites provide a unique view of the 
surface properties of the ocean, (5) How 
light and no light affects plant life in the 
ocean, (6) How technology makes it 
possible for humans to understand oceans. 
The class will have field trips in the ocean, 
to observe the waves, currents, tide pools, 
and more.


SILICON CREW                              
Physics and the Human 
Body


H o w c a n c o n c e p t u a l a n d 
mechanical physics inform us 
about how the human body 
works? How does phys ics 
contribute to medical cures? This 
is a topic currently offered to 
freshmen medical students. 
Through applications of the 

scientific method in the form of 
exper iments , observat ions, 
research, and modeling, this class 
will learn: (1) Evolution of the 
Human Body, (2) Electricity and 
the Human Nervous System, (2) 
Gravity, Structure, and Motion as 
Applied to the Human skeletal 
System; (3) Light and Color and 
Human eyes (4) Sound and 
Human Ears.  
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SOCIAL	  STUDIES	  

The American National Council for the Social Studies defines social studies as the integrated study of the 
social sciences and humanities. There are 11 fields in this core subject: political science, sociology, history, 
economics, religious studies, geography, psychology, anthropology, and civics.  In this quarter, each of the 
crews will be using the tools and paradigms of social studies fields in an interdisciplinary dive of their 
themes of study.


IRON CREW                              
History of Multicultural America


This crew will be studying the growth of the 
USA into a multicultural country. Focusing 
on the evolution and dynamics of families, 
rural, and urban communities, in this 
quarter, they will be studying pre-colonial 
and early colonies of America. Students will 
be guided by questions such as “Why do 

all Americans have immigrant roots?” 
“What does it mean to be an immigrant in a 
country like the USA before and during the 
founding years of this country? “What is 
the American Dream?” They will study: (1) 
Native American tribes, (2) New England 
colonies, (3) Middle and Southern colonies, 
and (4) Colonial frontiers. The class will be 
going to a field trip to observe and 
experience the Native American way of life. 


COPPER CREW   

Leadership and the Dynamics of 
Culture, Politics, and Economics in the 
History of America


Focusing on what attributes make a leader in 
mult iple fields, i .e., culture, pol i t ics, 
economics, and civics, this class will study 
the history of the United States and California. 
This quarter, students will learn 


traits and leadership styles in the following 
contexts: (1) Leaders from Indian Tribes, (2) 
The Age of Explorers, (3) Leadership at 
Jamestown, (4) Leaders of the 13 British 
Colonies,  and (5) The Founding Fathers. 
Focus on leadership avoids getting mire in 
historical data. It enables student to use 
history as the context of discovering 
different traits and styles of leaders.   


!
SILICON CREW                             
How Economic Boom and Bust 
Impact Innovation and People’s 
Lives


This school year, this crew will study the 
phenomena of “economic boom and 

bust” in relation to the evolution of human 
civilization as well as its impact on economic, 
cul tura l , and pol i t ica l members in a 
community. Students will also study attributes 

of innovators in different fields. Following are 
the themes for this school year: First Quarter- 
Europe’s Renaissance: I ta ly and the 
Elizabethan Age, Second Quarter- USA and 
the Industrial Age, Third Quarter - Japan and 
the Post War Miracle, and Fourth Quarter - 
Chinese Economic Reform. In the first quarter, 
the topics include: (1) Humanists and the 
Printing Press, (2) Scientific Revolution, (3)   
Music, (4) The Arts e.g., Michelangelo, (5) The 
House of Medici, and (6) Elizabethan Era.
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LANGUAGE	  ARTS	  

COPPER CREW   

Poetry Historical Fiction  
Essay Science Fiction


How can poetry using words, 
phrases, figurative language, 
rhythm, and rhyme, build our 
language skills? This crew will 
learn four genres this year: 

poetry, historical fiction, science 
essay, and science fiction. Taking 
off from sensory words, phrases,  
and poetry, this crew will expand 
their descriptive and figurative 
word usage and vocabulary. They 
will be exposed to multiple types 
of poems and will perform and 
publish a poetry  anthology.


IRON CREW                               

Poetry Instructions  
Historical Fiction Letters


How do rhythm and rhyme 
expand our vocabulary and 
enhance poems, songs, and 
stories? This crew will learn four 
gen res th i s yea r : poe t r y, 
instructions, historical fiction, 

and letters.       For the first 
quarter, students will read, write, 
and recite poetry. Through 
reading, writing, and reciting 
poetry, students will be exposed, 
practice, make meanings, and 
communicate thoughts, ideas, 
and emotions using words and 
phrases. They will perform and 
publish a poetry anthology.

Through reading, writing, and speaking 
literary genres and informational texts 
in fiction and non-fiction, students will 
g a i n b r o a d e r a n d d e e p e r 
understanding of concepts, processes, 
instructions, imaginative worlds, 
figurative language, and the human 
psyche. Helical Model modules and 
constant practice of literacy skills will 
b u i l d c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d 
comprehension abilities. 


Students will learn to use writing as a 
way of expressing opinions and 
shaping ideas with language. 


The crews will publish a library of texts, 
graphic novels , p icture books, 
scientific and social research articles, 
documentaries, poetry anthologies, 
and emerging 21st century literary 
forms including blogs, tweets, etc.


Students will develop a working 
understanding of literary genres. They 
will become authors of literary works. 


Students will also acquire habits and 
love for reading, which are essential to 
their future success.


The over all goal is to develop 
command of the conventions of 
standards English grammar and usage 
in purposeful writing and speaking.

Literary Genres, Comprehension and 
Communication, and Language Skills

SILICON CREW                            


Poetry & Math Fiction 
Biography  Science Essay 
Genre-Media Project


How do words, rhythm and 
rhyme express and create 
memorable articulations of 
mathematical concepts? This 
crew will write poetry pieces 
focusing on how words, rhythm 
and rhyme, and multiple types of 
poetry create memorable 

expressions of mathematical 
concepts, problems, and 
solutions. Taking off from sensory 
poetry, this crew will expand their 
descriptive and figurative word 
usage and vocabulary. They will 
be exposed to multiple types of 
poems and will perform and 
publish a poetry anthology. 
Students will also use language 
arts tools in reading and 
explaining social studies and 
science texts.
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Students learn mathematical concepts 
and skills through hands-on lessons. 
These activities are active, tactile and 
visual, and inspired by real-world 
applications. 


Through creative and math learning 
strategies, students develop their 
abilities in justifying why for example, 
a particular mathematical statement is 
true or where a mathematical rules 
comes from. 


The processes involved in math 
learning include: problem-solving, 
reasoning and proof, communication, 
representation, and connections, as 
outlined in the Common Core. 


Math lessons are designed to engage 
s tudents a t mu l t ip le l eve ls o f 
proficiency.

MATHEMATICS
Mathematical 

SILICON CREW                            


How can multiplication and 
division of whole numbers 
apply to fractions divided by 
fractions?


Math will be taught in a learning 
environment in which students 
construct meaning as they grow in 
understanding of increasingly 
complex mathematical concepts 
and processes. Students will learn 
both concepts and skills by solving 
problems. 


In the first quarter, students will 
apply and extend previous 
understandings of multiplication 
and division to divide fractions by 
fractions. Lessons start with using 
visual fraction models and 
equations.


Using an algebraic problem-
solving framework, they will learn 
to compute fluently with multi-digit 
numbers and find common factors 
and multiples.


                                            


COPPER CREW   

How is thinking algebraically 
different from thinking 
arithmetically? 


In the first quarter, this crew will 
develop understanding and 
fluency with multi-digit 
multiplication, and develop 
understanding of dividing to find 

quotients with multi-digit 
dividends. They will continue to 
use manipulatives and learn 
through dynamic lessons to build 
rigor, coherence, and focus while 
engaging students in analyzing 
patterns and creating 
generalizable methods for 
computation and problem-
solving.


IRON CREW                              
How can taking apart and 
recombining numbers in a 
variety of ways find sums 
and differences?


In the first quarter, this crew will 
be given conceptual Helical 
Model lessons to practice use of 
mathematical operations in an 
algebraic framework. Students 

will learn Mr. Potato Head and 
Finding X lessons and build 
mathematical algorithms. They 
will represent and solve problems, 
e.g., count money, to understand 
and apply properties involving 
addition and subtraction and use 
place value understanding and 
properties of   operations to add 
and subtract in the Base 10 
system.
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Social	  Emo<onal	  Learning

The pedagogy for teaching the social emotional learning class is drawn from  

“Positive Discipline” and “Mindsight.”  

“Positive Discipline” created by Jane Nelsen 
and Lynn Lott, is based on the observation that 
people seek a sense of belonging (connection) 
and significance (meaning) in their social 
context. It fosters mutual respect between 
adults and students. Adults are responsible for 
employing firmness by respecting themselves 
and the needs of the situation, and kindness by 
respecting the needs of the child.


Positive Discipline:


1. Identifies the belief behind the behavior: In 
this way, the more effective strategy recognizes


the reasons kids do what they do and works to 
change those beliefs, rather than solely focusing


on the behavior.


2. Focuses on effective communication and 
problem solving skills.


3. Concentrates on discipline as teaching, not 
punitive or permissive.


4. Emphasizes working together on solutions, 
not punishment.


5. Uses encouragement (instead of praise). 
Encouragement notices effort and improvement, 
not


just success. It builds long-term self-esteem 
and empowerment.

“Mindsight,” written by Dr. Dan Siegel, is 
described as a powerful lens through which we 
can understand our inner lives with more clarity, 
in tegra te the bra in , and enhance our 
relationships with others. It is a kind of focused 
attention where we can see the internal workings 
of our minds. It helps us get ourselves off of the 
autopilot of ingrained behaviors an habitual 
responses. It lets us “name and tame” the 
emotions we are experiencing, rater than being 
overwhelmed by them.


There are 3 components to Mindsight: 


1.Insight into yourself 


2. Empathy for others, 


3.Integration of who you are with those who are 
around you.

Empowering Learners through a Culture of 
Respect, Empathy, and Positive Action
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Art in ActionVisual	  Arts

Silicon Crew 

Renaissance 
Learn realism and perspective 

through the work of Renaissance 
artists. Students learn the 

techniques of foreshortening, 
drawing frontal and profile 

figures, shading to create form, 
and arranging composition.

LEADERSHIP 
“Arts education fosters 
bright, creative, and 
socially engaged students 
who will grow up to be our 
next leaders, parents, 
teachers, artists, and 
engineers. Their 
innovative ideas will shape 
industries; their creative 
thinking will find out-of-
the-box solutions for a 
global society, and will 
provide students with a 
way to understand 
themselves, and have a 
sense of belonging.” — 
Jane Chu, National 
Endowment for the Arts.

CREATIVE 
CONFIDENCE 
“Art in Action not only 
provides an exposure to 
the arts, it helps students 
develop self esteem, is 
an outlet for creative 
expression, and it 
increases parent 
participation within the 
school. Our students are 
very fortunate to have 
this program.” — Art in 
Action Parent Docent

KNOWLEDGE 
“Art in Action lessons 
introduce students to art 
movements and noted artists 
such as Van Gogh, 
Ghirlandaio, Miro, and to 
techniques like African 
textiles to name a few.


Through the art lessons, 
students lose any hesitation 
with regard to self-
expression and make 
meaningful connections 
across the curriculum. They 
are intrigued by the lives and 
techniques of the artists as 
they are with the projects.

Iron Crew 

Art Tells a Story 
 This is subdivided into     

12 interactive,      
challenging lessons 

focused on narrative art, 
encouraging students to 
find creative ways to tell 

their own stories. 

Copper Crew 

Perspective in Art 
This is subdivided into      
12 thought provoking 
lessons that introduce 

students to concepts such 
as shade and perspective. 
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Imagination School - school year 2015-2016 

AUGUST 2015 
S M T W Th F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

10#14,17#21((
Staff(Development(
(
26#(First(Instructional(Day(
31#(Start(Learn(Helical(Q1(

 FEBRUARY 2016 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

       
 

15-19 Winter Recess 

     
SEPTEMBER 2015 

S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30     
 

7    - Labor(Day(Holiday(
25(–(Staff(Development(
 

 MARCH 2016 
S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31    
 

17#$( Portfolio(Day(
18#$( Staff(Development(
21$25$#Skills(Week#
28$04/01$#Skills(Week(L1(
28$04/01$#Team(Week(L2#L3(
 

     
OCTOBER 2015 

S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

02(–(Conferences(
22(–(Q1(Portfolio(Day(
23(–(Staff(Development(
26(–(Start(Learn(Helical(Q2(
((
 

 APRIL 2016 
S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

01$#Team(Week(L2#L3(
04$#Start(Learn(Helical(Q4(
11$15#–(Spring(Break(
 

     
NOVEMBER 2015 

S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
 

11#$( Veterans(Day(
23$27#$(Thanksgiving(Week(((((((
(((((((((((((Break 

 MAY 2016 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

16$20(Annual(Review(
23$06/03(Inter#Disciplinary(
Culmination(Projects 

     
DECEMBER 2015 

S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31    
 

21$#01(Winter(Holiday(
17$(Q2(Portfolio(Day(
18$(Staff(Development 

 JUNE 2016 
S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   
 

01$(Inter#Disciplinary(
Culmination(Projects(
(
02$(Finale(Portfolio(Day(
(
03$(Finale(Team(Day(
(((((((Potluck(Lunch( 

JANUARY 2016 

S M T W Th F S 

     1  

 4 5 6 7 8  

 11 12 13 14 15  

 18 19 20 21 22  

 25 26 27 28 30  

       
 

4 – School Starts 
 
18 – No Class Day 
 
19 – Staff Development Day 
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Imagination School  
!

Mission Statement !
Imagination School is 


a community of unique voices

Inquiring minds and caring hearts


Stirred by the wonders of the world

and the universe;


Untamed by relentless queries and 
passions.
!

We probe into depths

of facts, reasons, and reactions.


To understand, we find connections.

Formed by our unique gifts--


New insights open unchartered paths.
!
Together in this learning community


We explore new meanings and innovate,

Express our values and ideas

through movements, words, 


numbers, and images.
!
Let’s make our world a better place.


Lead for change.

Change to lead.

Imagination School 
221 Bryant Ave, Mountain View, CA 94040


Gigi Carunungan: 650 714 9620


Judy Chang: 650 988 0788


Jennifer James: 650 988 0788


Teachers will send you their contact information
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